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Minutes of the Soil Stabilisation Task Group Committee
Meeting held at Nottingham University, on Tuesday 21st October 2008
(Amended Minutes)
Present:

Alastair McDermid
AM
Beach Stabilisation (Chairman)


John Boyle
JB
Geofirma


Adam Buttress
AB
Scott Wilson


Chris Clear
CC
British Cement Association


Adrian Erwee
AE
Norder 


John Ferguson
JF
Balfour Beatty


Rob Fretwell
RF
Combined Stabilisation

Nizar Ghazireh
NG
Tarmac 

Alan Hall
AH
Lagan Construction


Denis Higgins
DH
CSMA

Yue Huang
YH
Scott Wilson

David Jones
DJ
Britpave

Richard Kennedy
RK
Norder

Alex Kidd
AK
Highways Agency


Craig Notman
CN
Material Stabilising Company

Tony Parry
TP
University of Nottingham

Eddie Ronald
ER
Barton Plant

Lindon Sear
LS
UKQAA

	
	
	ACTION

	1
	Apologies for absence
Steve Foster, Simon Harding, Brian Magee, Graham Clarke, Paul Edwards, Hedley Greaves, Andrew Thorpe

	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as correct.

	

	3
	Presentation on expansion testing

CN summarised the report that he had prepared for the HA, where he had used several different tests, including the CBR swell test and the European volumetric swell test.  Problems with the CBR test included difficulty with ingress of water and potential restraint of expansion caused by friction between the specimen and mould.  He had tested a range of clays including one with 4.7% sulfate.
The report had been circulated to the R&D sub-group and AK said when formally approved, it would be publicly available on the HA Research Compendium.


	

	4
	Matters arising from previous minutes, not covered elsewhere
It was decided that it was not necessary for the SSTG to have a sub-group specifically on “recycling of pavements” and because this Sub-group had never met, it was decided to delete this item from the agenda.
(Following the circulation of the Minutes, Dr. Nizar Ghazireh has agreed to Chair a new group entitled Stabilised Wastes.)


	AM & DJ

	5
	Presentation on Sustainability Report for Soil Stabilisation

TP explained that his aim was to encourage people to develop their own sustainability case.  The meeting agreed that within the Construction Industry there was an increasing need to do this.  He outlined the exercise that had been gone through to produce the BRITPAVE sustainability report on concrete safety barriers.  The first stage was to identify the positive and negative impacts of such barriers, relative to the key sustainability indicators identified by Government and Industry (see Table 1 in Britpave report).  He said that the BRITPAVE Sustainability TG was available to assist the SSTG and BJ said that TCC had agreed for Brian Magee to be involved in preparing a Sustainability Report on Soil Stabilisation.
There was unanimous support from the meeting for preparing a sustainability report on soil stabilisation.  CN noted that the CSB report referred to the Sector Scheme for installation of barriers and asked whether it would not be an advantage for the Sustainability Report to have a similar Sector Scheme for Soil Stabilisation.  This led to a re-run of some of the previous discussions related to this issue.  AM noted that this was an area where historically the SSTG had struggled to find consensus.  It was decided that whilst there could be advantages in the Sustainability Report being able to refer to Sector Schemes/Codes of practice, the Sustainability Report should be progressed independently of discussions on these, in order that one would not hold the other up.

There is a meeting of the BRITPAVE Sustainability Working Group on 5th December.  AM will gather together information on client requirements and attend this meeting together with a team selected by him. Suggested attendees were Steve Foster, Eddie Ronald and Yue Huang.

	AM

	6
	Health & Safety
The members had no incidents to report
SF has circulated version 2 of the short bullet point safety guide for the delivery and receipt of bulk pressurised powders into spreaders and on-site silos.  The final version is awaited.
DJ has sent out a survey of SSTG members to ask whether they are registered to ISO 9000   - Quality standard, ISO 14001 - Environmental standard, ISO 18001 - Safety standard, Investors in People – Training.  He has received several replies and asked whether the Group wanted to publish this information on the website.  Following discussion, it was agreed to do this.  Trade Associations will not generally hold such registrations themselves and it was agreed that for TA’s there should be a note “held by member companies”.  DJ will prepare a draft for the Website page and circulate it for comment and approval

	SF

DJ


	7
	Membership
Numbers are holding up well despite losses caused by industry consolidation.
	

	8
	Subgroup Reports
On the meeting agenda, the chairman initials for the Technical R&D Committee need to be changed to DH

6.1 Promotions Committee - SF Chairman
Website : www.soilstabilisation.org.uk    
In the absence of SF, DJ reported on the activities of this Sub-group.  4 new case studies have been added.  The user statistics show that the most popular pages are those explaining what soil stabilisation is, and the list of contractors who do it.  WRAP are arranging 9 ‘Road shows’ around the UK on hydraulic binders.  See attached document.
6.2 Remediation & Contamination Committee - CC Chairman

CC reported that according to TCC figures sales of cementitious (lime, cement and ggbs) into soil stabilisation in 2008 were 42,558 tonnes in Q1 and 39,256 tonnes in Q2.  He summarised briefly the document: ‘The Definition of Waste:  Development Industry Code of Practice’ prepared by CLAIRE, which he had circulated.  LS commented that the EA logo was not on this document, which might suggest that they did not want to completely commit themselves to its contents.
6.3 Technical R&D (including HA update) Committee - DH Chairman
CN’s earlier presentation constituted the main report for this group.  

HA update – AK informed the meeting that research was being carried out at Dundee University to see the effect of pfa on the swelling of sulfate-containing clays.  He distributed flyers for the 2nd INT. Symp. on Earthworks in Europe, and reported that BS6031 ‘Earthworks’, was being revised and was about 70% completed.
6.4 Recycling of Existing Pavements Committee - GH Chairman
Under item ‘4’, it had been decided to delete this Sub-group because it was more a topic for the BRITPAVE Roads TG than for the SSTG.  However there was a suggestion that it should be renamed ‘Stabilising Secondary Aggregates’ and retained.  NG will make a proposal for terms of reference and members for such a Sub-group
6.5 Health & Safety (Best Practice Safety Guide) - AM Chairman

AM reported that this Sub-group has not yet met but promised to progress it.

	DJ AM
NG
AM

	8
	Any Other Business

AM – asked what could be done to get the messages about soil stabilisation out to Civil Engineering students.  There was a lengthy discussion on this, with TP explaining the practical difficulties.  He advised that activities like site visits were really only appropriate where they linked in directly with the modules being taken and they were also difficult to fit into the University timetable.  AM to consider how to process further

	AM

	9
	Date of next meeting
Next Main committee meeting: 10am on 10th February 2009

Venue to be confirmed (possibly Shepshed)

	DJ
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